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Introduction

Today, man is increasingly placed in positions in which culture can no longer be
depended upon to produce reliable readings of what other people are going to do
next. He is constantly in the position of interacting with strangers, so he must
take the next step and begin to transcend his culture. This cannot be done in an
armchair.

(Edward.T.Hall Beyond Culture)

An understanding of the Japanese language alone is not sufficient to under-
stand Japan. In addition, it is necessary to have a broad understanding of Japan’
s climate and landscape, daily custom'’s, social conditions and its sense of values.
This is essential in leading a fulfilled life as a student here. This necessarily
means you should reassess what you hitherto knew as common sense and alter
your preconceived ways of thought and action. It also means you should keep an
open mind to those things that may be thought of, at a cursory glance, as “‘unfair’.

This is asking a lot of an individual living in a new and unfamiliar environment,
but you will need to find ways of responding one by one to matters, large and
small, that daily life will bring.

At an important stage in anyone’s life you have decided to come to Japan as an
overseas student, something we welcome and wish to encourage you in. More
than anything else your decision brings to you a very important opportunity to
learn the meaning of ‘to live. That is, your life here will cause you to deal and
cope with experiences in this foreign culture.

This book has been conceived with this in mind. It is our design and hope that
it will help you towards a better understanding of Japan and to lead a fulfilled
life as an overseas student here. We sincerely hope that through your experi-
ences new horizons will open up to you.

Our deepest gratitude goes to the many people who have made this book pos-
sible; to those who consented to the use of their photographs; to the students
of Beppu University who took other photographs and made translations; to the
teachers and overseas students who gave various suggestions during the book’
s trial stage; and to Akira Morimune, Company President of Creates Co. Ltd., for
above all his tenacious perseverance tin this book’s production.
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